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Letter ﬁom our Chairperson

They're just around the corner ... yes, the holidays loom.

Most of us know thal we celebrate Thanksaiving and Christmas for
their intended reasons, On Thanksgiving, we pause in an intentional
effort of gratefulness for all of the many blessings that have been
extended fo us. That should be a posture in which we live every day,
being thankiul for how blessed thatl we are, On Christmas, we
celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, God sending His only son info the
world to die for sinful man was the greatest gift and an immeasurable
blessing.

You know ... when you really stop and think about it ... it's really a
blessing to even have the opporunity to celebrate,

While we strive lo keep our focus where it should be, a lot comes
along with the halidays. Many families try 1o balance the time that they
are able o spend with various extansions of their family. Some
couples enjoy time with the wife's family on Christmas Eve and then
sea Ihe husband's family on Christmas Day, Travel is often involved,
sometimes driving a distance and other times flying across the country,
It can cerfainly be a juggling act. And yes, il can be siressful at times
... not wanting to disappoint anyone, Irying to work together, wedging
everything in .., the holidays can sometimes be more stressful than
relaxing unfortunately, But hopefully, we will strive to avoid falling into
that trap.

There'’s often a reason why thal we find oursalves "all worked up”
around the holidays. Il's because of people ... more specifically, it's
because of people that we care aboul, We try to wedge everything in
because we're trying to make time for those who are most important to
us, Those are the people who we want to spend the holidays with ...
the people we love,

Every holiday is a litle unigue, No two are exactly the same, Faor
years, our family has said that we may not always be gathered in the
same place in the same way that we are at that moment, so we should
realize how blessed that we are and enjoy the wonderful opportunity
fhat we have to be back together,

That all changed for our family in January of 2020 as my grand-
mother — the matriarch of our family — passed away. For us, everything
revolved around her house at Thanksgiving and Christmas. Nobody
else was allowed to prepare any food, She handled it all, producing a
massive spread, with the intention o provide each individual's
favorites. We miss the spread ... bul we miss her so much maore,

| lost one of my closest friends a few weeks ago o cancer, I'll miss

2022 BOARD MEETINGS: 8:30 - 9:30 - WELCOME CENTER
January 18, February 15, March 15, April 19, May 17, June 21, July 19, August 16, Sept. 20, October 18, Nov. 22

2022 QUARTERLY LUNCHEONS: 11:30 - 1:00 - TBD
March 22 - 1st Quarter, June 28 - 2nd Quarter, September 27 - 3rd Quarter, November 15 - Annual Banquet

silting with him late on Thanksgiving
weekeand and again on Christmas
Eve or Christmas night and talking
about the craziness thal took place
during each of our haoliday
gatherings,

Many of you can relate to where
I'm at, Though our family still
gathers, the holidays have been
different for me the past two years.
However, | fully realize that 1've
been blessed and that I'm still
blessed. | was blessed to spend
every holiday for 43 years with a
wonderiul grandmother who | loved
dearly and whao loved me too. This holiday season will be different far
some of you due to the fact that you too have suffered loss,

While it may seam that I'm bringing discouraging thoughts to mind,
whal | really wanl to encourage each of us to do is to treasure the
wonderful people around us as we plunge into this haoliday season.
Whoever il may be — whether it's a loving family, treasured friends or
simply acquaintances who you may not know quite that well — stop and
think about how that God has blessed you if you have a place to go
and people to be around. Everyone can't say the same,

God created us to be relational creatures who need and enjoy
fellowship with one anather, It's my prayer that your fallowship during
this holiday season serves lo enrich your life and encourage you
greally.

Speaking of fellowship, the Macon County Chamber of Commerce’s
annual banquel is also around the cormer, on Nov, 15. Greal friends
and colleagues will be there, It's always a great time, If you haven'l
made plans and obtained your tickets, don'l hesitate. Give us a call,
| look forward to sesing you all there.,

And lastly, before the opportunity passes me by, let me be one of the
first to wish all of you a Happy Thanksgiving ... and I'll go ahead and
offer up a Merry Christmas too!

Until next month ...

Craig Harris, Chairperson
Macon County Chamber of Commerce Board of Direclors
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A ribbon cutting ceremony was held on October 29, 2022 for Beans and
Leaf's Coffee Cafe. We welcome them to the Chamber Family!
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Lafayette Christmas Parade

Saturday, December 3rd@ 1:00pm

2022 Parade Guidelines

1. All entries must be in line to be judged by 11:00am. To be in the parade you must be
near your entry and in line no later than 12:30pm. The roads will start closing at 12:30pm
and you will not have access after that time. To access the staging area where all entries
will be lined up you must enter Mature Trail Way from the West and make a right turn
onto the road. At the end of Nature Trail Way there is a cul-de-sac to turn around to line
up in your correct position by number. There will be a Chamber representative in charge
of your category that you will need to check in with to receive your number.

2. FINALjudging will take place before the parade starting at 11:00am and ribbons will
beawarded before the line-up moves to TSC at 12:40pm.

3. All entries, including 4-wheelers & horses, must be clean and decorated.

4. There can be no live Santa as part of the entry! There is only OME Santa, and he
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

CPR Classes at Macon Community Hospital- Held
monthly, Call 615-688-T307 for more information.

A1C Hemoglobin Scresnings- Monday-Friday from 7:00am
to 3:00pm in the month of Movember at Macon Community

Hosgpital. For more information contact 615-666-2147.

Ari in Real Life- November 3-8, 2022 at the Cilizens Bank
Main Office located at 400 Highway 52 By-Pass Westin
Lafayette, TM. The Macon County Arts Council and Citizens
Bank present Art in Real Life a phoio contest. Photos will be
on display. For more information contact P2t Bailey and
|eave & message 615-368-2561 or emaildbailey@ncic.com

Citizens Bank Veterans Appreciation Breakfast- Movem-
ber §, 2022 at T:30am al the Sally Wells Building located at
the Macon Counly Fairgrounds. Guesl speaker will be Judge
Brody Kane, For more information contact 615-666-2195 or
wiw.cilizens-bank oeg,

i ns Br - M-
vember 8, 2022 al B:00am at The Bam on Church Stresl
Spacial Guesls ara the Macon County “Tratde Makers™ Choir
and a speaker while breakfast is sarved. Please R3VP by
Movember 1, 2022 by caling 613-666-6448,

Nu'..'ernher 15 2[!2?_ dunrs cpen ai b 3CI|:-m c—uent sr.arts al
f:00pm. Tickets are $30.00 each. For more informaticn
contact 615-666-2865.

Red Barn Holiday Bake & Bargain Sale- Movember 19,
202 from 8:00am untd £:00pm &t the Red Bam Event Hall
located at 1805 Tanyard Road in Lafayetie, TN,

Plztures with Santa- Movember 19, 20E2 from &:00am unti
12:00pm. The Lafayetle Lions Club will b= hosting pictures
with Sanla al the Winding Stairs Cabin localed 3t 655 Nature
Trail Way in Lafayelle, TH, Complimentary donuls, coffes
milk, and julce will be available, AN donations are appreck-
aled. A photographer will be on-sile 1o Lake piclures and will
b emalled al no charge

Vegetarian Cooking Class- Movember 20, 2022 from
12:30pm to 2:00pm at the Macon County Chamber of Com-

mearce Community Room. To register call 613-666-6531.

Vision 2020 Monthly Meeting- Novernber 22, 2022 at
7:00pm at The Armour's Hotel in Red Boiling Springs, TH.

For more information contact Rita at 615-388-3046 (text) or
visit wwwovision2020inc.com.

Step Back in Time Open Housel Small Busingss Satur-
day- November 26, 2022 from 10:00am to 2:00pm at 252
Main Street in Red Bodng Springs, TN, Contact

615-699-1918 or vieit www . facebook_com/pg SBIT2020 for
more information.

Diabetes Support Group Meeting- Movember 23, 2022 at
5:00pm in the Macon Community Hospital conference room.

4 Southern Marketplace Christmas Barn Sale- Cecember
23, 2022 at Arres of Grace Farms located at 225 Henson
Rd in Red Bolng Springs, TN, For more information go lo
infe@asoulhermnmarkeiplace.com.

n County Chi i Decem-
ber 3, 2022 at 1:00pm, The parade will start at the inlerse-
fion of Walgreens and Tractor Supply. Contac! 615-666-5885
ar vigil www.matoncountychamber.arg for more information,

rin Par
December 3, 2022 at 6:00pm. Contact Amber at §15-361-
0B9Y for more information,

Christmas Caroling- December 3, 2022 afier the Red
Baoiling Springs Christmas Parade at the Step Back in Time
Shop. Contact Rita at 615-388-3046 (text) or visit

wianw. vision2020inc.com for more information.

Storytelling and Singing- December 17, 2022 from
10:00am to 2:00pm. Drop in for a hot cup of cocoa, coffee,

or cider and a story or two. Texd 615-383-2046 or
fhii@GpasHouse. For more information.
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Macon County Chamber of
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The theme for the
2022 Christmas Parade
on Saturday, December 3
in Lafayette is

"A Vintage Christmas”

You may contact the
Macon County Chamber of Commerce
gt 615-666-5885 for more information!
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Shop Gallery Merchandise featuring
a unigue collection of wark from local and regional artists.

From Books i Ceramics, Painiings 1o Jevesbny
Sitmires Glass ko Photography, Cards bo Ouslis
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Macon County Chamber of Commerce
Leon & Marie Cothron
Macon County Welcome Center
685 Highway 52 Bypass West
Lafayette, TN 37083
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