
Greetings all,
Yes … it's seriously upon us … Christmas is around the corner.
Most of us say it quite often … “It'll be here before we know it.”
That's true. Christmas is almost here. The more stable year of
2022 has done the same thing that every year seems to do …
it has flown by.
However, flights are often good things … and they include
some wonderful destinations and memorable moments.
Most of us made some positive memories over the past 11
months, including some good ones for the Macon County
Chamber of Commerce.
It was great to see a packed Sally Wells Building at the Macon
County Fairgrounds on Nov. 15 for our annual Chamber of
Commerce banquet. That's always one of those events to
where we run into lots of people who we're thrilled to see, and
there's good food and great fun.
We always recognize our incoming and outgoing board mem-
bers at the chamber banquet. We're thrilled to have Bryan
Nichols, Billy Snyder and Tracie Wilburn coming on as board
members, and I can't thank outgoing board members Keith
Allen and Laura Merlo enough for going above and beyond in
their three years of service as board members.
Congratulations go out to our 2022 award winners – small busi-
ness of the year (Beans & Leaf's Coffee Cafe), large business
of the year (Lafayette Hometown Foods) and volunteer of the
year (WayMakers Center).
As I'm writing this, the Macon County Christmas Parade and
Red Boiling Springs Christmas Parade are this weekend, and it
looks as if the Macon County procession may be bigger and
better than it has been in a long time based on the responses
that we've received. For those who haven't experienced it, the
Red Boiling Springs parade is one of the neatest holiday
events to be behold as it glowingly weaves through town at
night.
It's wonderful to see children enjoying the parades, and it's also
great to see families together.

The holidays are a wonderful
time of families and friends
gathering together, and it's cer-
tainly a great blessing that we
make specific efforts to spend
together around the holidays.
It's also a wonderful gesture 
that we break bread together
and give one another gifts.
Those things show that we care.
However, as great as all of
those things are, it's may prayer
that the greatest blessing for
each of you this Christmas will
come from knowing – in the most personal way – the One who
is the reason why that we do all of this “celebrating” this time
each year.
It's a special thing to open the Bible to the second chapter of
Luke and read about the birth of Jesus. I'd encourage all of you
to do that this season – maybe along with your families – and
to just think about what that means for us. May we pause in an
effort to be humbled and encouraged by the hope that comes
about due to the fact that God – the almighty creator of the uni-
verse – sent his only begotten son into the world to give us a
hope that is everlasting. 
What grace … what mercy … what love.
So, may we passionately celebrate with great joy this Christ-
mas.
I truly hope that each of you has the most blessed Christmas
that you've ever known and that it exceeds even your wildest
imagination.

Enjoy … and see you soon.

Craig Harris, Chairperson
Macon County Chamber of Commerce
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Letter from our Chairperson



Chamber Annual Membership Banquet Held November 15

Individual/Organization of the Year -
Waymakers Center.

Outgoing Board Member and
Chairperson - Craig Harris.

Outgoing Board Member -
Keith Allen.

A special thank you to Ben Bray and sup-
porting auctioneers at our Annual Banquet
pictured here with local artist and musician
Ronnie McDowell who made a special ap-
pearance to give the backstory to the print
he auctioned to benefit the Macon County
Chamber of Commerce. 
Thank you

Outgoing Board Member -
Laura Merlo.

New Board Members - Tracie
Wilburn and Bryan Nichols.
Not pictured: Billy Snyder.

Large Business of the Year - Lafayette
Hometown Foods.

Small Business of the Year - 
Beans & Leaf’s Coffee & Tea Cafe.

Thank you to all who
sponsored tables and
silent auction items for
our Annual Banquet.  

We are humbled by our
members and the support

they show us. Your 
generosity allows the

Macon County Chamber 
of Commerce to continue
to serve our community to
the best of our ability.
Thank you so much!



Ribbon Cutting Ceremony held December 1st for new Chamber
member Farmers Home Furniture.
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